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WLLs, TRUSTS, AND ESTATES
Syl | abus
T & Eis a fun subject with lots of nifty analytical twsts
and many juicy cases. Qur casebook is WLLS, TRUSTS AND ESTATES by

Dukem ni er and Johanson D & J (5th ed. Little Brown 1995). It
is quite good and an easy read. Its only mnor shortcomng is

that the authors, in their penchant to include juicy cases,
soneti mes chose those that are not representative of good | aw
Fear not, | wll correct any m sapprehensions in that regard

in class. The statutory supplenment is by West. There are any
nunber of good hornbooks in the field. Wien |I get stuck | wll
probably consult WuLLs, TrusTS AND ESTATES by Mcgovern, Kurtz, &
Rein (West 1988), but | have no reason to recommend it over
any other. A helpful, short, soft-cover book that you m ght
find useful is WLLS TRuSTS AND ESTATES: ESSENTIAL TERMS AND CONCEPTS
by Reutlinger (Little Brown 1993), which should be avail able
in the bookstore.

The course, following the text, will give weight to each of
four approaches to the material: (1) Ilegal doctrine; (2)
estate planning and practical problem prevention (how s that
for alliteration?); (3) tax planning; and (4) policy. Mich as
| would like to teach the material cover to cover, tinme does
not permt such conplete treatnment. Further, if you intend to
practice in this area | would urge you to take courses in:
i ndi vidual tax, estate and gift tax, and estate planning.

| nterspersed throughout the text are notes and questions. Pay
close attention to these questions and try to work out the

answers yourself. | wll endeavor to go over nobst of themin
cl ass. Il list below an optimstic schedule of reading
assignments. | do not include code sections. | expect you to

consult your code book (the notes to the code section as well)
when a code section is nentioned in the casebook, and pl ease
bring your codebooks to cl ass.

Final Exam The principal determ nant of your grade wll be
your score on a final exam consisting principally, if not
exclusively, on 50 or nore nmultiple choice questions.

Readi ng Assi gnnents:

|. Introduction: D & J 1-2, 12-21, 21-66

1. Intestacy: D & J 67-100, 106-144



I11. WIls-Capacity: D & J 145-199, 203-204
V. Wlls-Formalities: D & J chapter four
V. WII-Substitutes: D & J chapter five

VI. Death of a beneficiary before death of testator:
439- 462

VI1. Rights of Surviving Spouse: D & J 473-500

VI1l. Trust-Creation: D & J chapter eight

| X. Powers of Appointnent: D & J chapter nine

X. The Rul e Against Perpetuities: D & J chapter el even

Xl. Wealth Transfer Taxation: D & J chapter thirteen
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WiLLs, TRUSTS, AND ESTATES
First Assignnment

OQur casebook is WiLLs, TrRusts AND EsTaTEs by Dukem nier and
Johanson D & J (5th ed. Little Brown 1995).

Readi ng Assi gnnents:
|. Introduction: D & J 1-2, 12-21, 21-66
1. Intestacy: D & J 67-100, 106-144



