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Syllabusfor Contracts|
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Professor Byrne

Materialsto be used for classare;

(@)

()

(©

Case Materials

The case materids are contained in Farnsworth & Y oung, Contracts (5th Ed., 1995).
From time to time useful supplementary materias will dso placed on reserve and assigned.

Statutes and Restatements

[t will be necessary to have the Modd UCC with Official Commentsfor referenceto Articles 1,
2, 2A, and 7 and the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sae of
Goods (the Vienna Convention). These are available in ether the West or Foundation
Commercid Statutes series. Any edition after 1993 is satisfactory.

Reference will be made regularly to the American Law Ingtitute’ s Restatement (Second) of the
Law of Contractsand UNIDROIT’ s Principles of International Commercial Contracts.
They are avalable in various formats. Excerpts from INCOTERMS 2000 will be made
avalladle.

These materias may be taken into the examination and the questions will be based on the
assumption that the student has access to them during the examination.

Supplementary Materials

It isaso suggested that the student find and have recourse to areliable source of moded clauses
or contract forms for reference. The law library contains severd. Such clauses may not,
however, be brought into the examination.

There are a number of treatises, study aids, and professond tools available to assst your
understanding of contracts and the law of sales. Two well known examples are Farnsworth,
Contracts and Rohwer and Skroki, Contracts (5th Ed. 1997).

2. Objectives

Contractsis atwo part course. The purpose of part oneisto expose the student to the following
principa doctrines upon which the law of volitiona obligations is based: the nature of contracts,
congderation, past consderation, aternatives, executory contracts, offer and acceptance, formalities,
capacity, unfairness, overreaching, unconscionability, andillegdity. Whilethe coursetreatstraditiond



bilaterd reationships, its focus will be on the broad array of relaionships, including commercid
rel ationships governed by UCC Article 2 with some incidenta attention to consumer relationships.
The gods of the course are to acquaint sudents with principles of anayss of specific problemsand
issues, drafting, comprehension of the law of a particular case, formulation of a synthesis of related
case law in regards to a particular issue and utilization of the Uniform Commercid Code.
Exercises
In addition to preparation of class assgnments, the following exercises will be assgned:
1) Drafting acontract in response to aspecific client request. The duedatewill beindicated.
2) Preparation of modd clauses. (Ongoing with each unit.) From timeto time, sudentswill
be asked to draft modd clauses for form contracts and as amendments to the model
contracts and to keep afile of such clauses.
3) Dréfting acase dbdract. (Assgnments from timeto time.)
4) Attendance a ajudicid session or the equivaent and preparation of awritten report.
Asaclassassgnment and in lieu of two scheduled make- up classesduring theyeer (fal or
soring semester), you are to atend one sesson of atrid or hearing or the functiona

equivdent involving a commercid meatter (and preferably a contract issue). To thisend,

a) You are to identify a rdlevant case. ' You may do so a any court, federa or state,
regardless of the location. 'Y ou must determine how to access the court calendar.

b) You areto examinethe record of the case filed with the clerk.

c) Idedly, you will atend the hearing persondly and not rely on the report of another.

d) To record your efforts, you must submit a one page statement identifying the name and
number of the case, the court in which it was heard, the cause of action, the procedural
posture of the case, the particular aspect which you observed, and your observations.

Please note that this exercise does not jugtify absence from class in another course.

€) Those unable to attend a hearing should propose in writing an acceptable dternative.

f)  Theassgnment isdue by the last classfor the spring semedter.

g Thisexercisewill conditute attendance at two classesin lieu of make-up classes.



Grades & Examination

The grades will be based upon athree hour fina examination which will take place as scheduled on
December 6, 2001, beginning at 6:00 PM (1800 hours). Unless otherwise announced, it will bea 3
hour examination.

Theexaminationwill (1) fairly reflect thematerid treated in the course; (2) test skillsof organization of
facts, andyss and statement of issues, and their resolution; (3) test theoretical knowledge, practica
skills and the ahility to address specific problems in a successful manner; and (4) test ability to
function and perform under time pressure.

The examination will consst of multiple choice and essay in a proportion to be determined.

For the essay portion, whereaproblemisgiven, asuperior answer will not only state applicable rules
and identify issues, but will gpply therulesto theissuesin the context of thefactua problemto obtain
aprincipled resolution.

A correct multiple choice answer will be the best answer among the choices given.

The examinaion will require familiarity with the doctrind materias covered relaing to the reading
assignments, current Articles 1, 2, and 2A of the Uniform Commercid Code, as well as assgned
sections of Article 7, the Restatement (Second) of Contracts, and designated state and federa

gatutes from the statutory supplements, the United Nations Convention on the Internationd Sale of
Goods, the UNIDROIT Principles, and INCOTERMS. Inaddition, studentswill beresponsible for
materid addressed in class, handouts, outside assignments, and casebook assgnmentswhether or not
discussed in class.

If the Law School makes available a program of computerized examinations, students may use it.

Examination Review. No student may communicate about the examination with theingtructor before
the grade key is rdeased. All examination reviews will be conducted according to a written
procedure that will be posted. Interviews with the ingtructor will only be given pursuant to this
procedure.

Materials permitted to be Taken into Examination

Only thefollowing materids may betaken into the examination: the published selection of commercid
Satutes, statutory supplements, the Restatement Second, UNIDROIT principles, and other statutory
handouits, if any. Inorder to facilitate consultation to UCC Article 2, aphysicaly separate photocopy
of its Table of Contents may be made and used.



These materids may be annotated. “Annotated” means the emphasis of certain portions of the
materia or its explandion in the materid itself by cross-referencesto other statutory or regulatory
provisons, by a comment or gloss, or by reference to a case or hypotheticd. The focus of the
annotation should be on the meaning of the particular provison or section being annotated.

Theinsertion in the Statutory materia of outlines, extengve lists of questions and answers, or generd
information does not congtitute an annotation which may be used on the examination.

No other materids may be brought into the examination.

Any questions regarding the meaning or interpretation of this policy must be given to theingtructor in
writing 0 asto avoid confusion and al answers (aswel as questions) will be publicly posted. Soas
to permit al studentsto benefit from this process, the deadline for such questionsis one day prior to
the last classfor the semedter.

Class Participation, Assignments, & Outside Assgnments

Itisexpected that studentswill beregularly prepared for classaspart of the attendance requirements.

Reading assgnmentswill be givenin dlass and posted from timeto time. The assgnmentswill focus
on the pages on which the cases appear but students would be well advised to read accompanying
textud materid aswell. Preparation includes the completion of class assgnments.

Attendance

A seating chart will be circulated at thefirst class. Please select aseat. Attendance will be teken a
the beginning of each classbased on thischart. Any student not seeted in the seat selected at thetime
classisscheduled to begin will be marked absent. Anyone coming to classafter attendance hasbeen
taken isresponsble after classfor advising theingructor of hisor her presence. At the discretion of
theingtructor, an attendance sheet may be circulated for sgnaturein which caseit isgoverned by the
Honor Code and only the student named may indicate his or her presence by signing.

At least two questions from the examination will be taken from materia covered in class and not
reflected in the text or materials handed out.

It is expected that the day and evening sesson will be kept in tandem in terms of coverage and
sudentsmay attend either session. Thereisno need to request permission or toinform theingtructor.
It istheir reponghility to Sgnin asavigtor if they eect to attend the aternative session.

The maximum number of absences permitted will be dlowed for this course under law school
regulations. Asit isassumed that al students will conduct themsdlves as professondss, there is no
need to advise the instructor in advance of an absence.



Cancelled classes will be announced in advance in class whenever possible and notices posted in
accordance with University policies. To the extent possble, make up classes will be scheduled as
extendonsof regularly scheduled classes. Please be prepared to discuss possible make up classes at
the first class sesson.

8. Notices

Notices will be posted in accordance with Law School regulations. In addition, the Law List Serve
will be utilized to send notices to udents. I you do not receive such natices, it isyour responsibility
to contact the person responsible at the Library or Computer Services.

9. OfficeHoursand Individual Appointments

Professor Byrne warmly welcomes any questions relating to the course or otherwise. He will be
avalable regularly for office hours during the following times:

30 minutes after class

If these times are inconvenient, he is available by gppointment. He can be contacted through the
Faculty Secretary at (703) 993-8065.

10. Topicstobestudied: The Nature of Contracts
Bargained Exchanges
Congderation
Post Consideration
Alternatives to consideration
Executory Contracts
Offer & Acceptance
Definitions
Formdlities
Capacity
Unfairness
Overreaching
Unconscionability
lllegdity



11.

Pace of Class Reading Assignments

The class will be conducted with a view toward mastery of concepts and techniques rather than
coverage of preset materias at a preordained pace. Because every class sesson is different, the
assgnment for the next class will be announced a the end of each dlass but generdly will be
approximately 20 to 30 pagesfrom theend of the previous assgnment. Specid assgnmentsor those
due to be submitted will be both announced in class and posted.



