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SYLLABUS

TEXT: Gorman & Ginsburg, Copyright: Cases and Materials (6th ed. 2002), 
with 2005 Statutory Supplement

Assignment

I. THE NATURE OF COPYRIGHT

A. What is a Copyright?

1. Philosophy of Protection 18-29
2. Tangible vs. Intangible 70-74

B. The History of American Copyright Law     1-12

II. WHAT DOES COPYRIGHT PROTECT?

A. The Subject Matter of Copyright

1. In General §102

2. Original Works of Authorship 29-37
75-80

3. Fixation in a Tangible Medium    83-88

B. The Idea/Expression Dichotomy  90-96
110-114
160-165

C. Compilations and Derivative Works

1. Compilations 116-129
136-139
141-153

2. Derivative Works    165-177

D. Pictorial, Graphic and Sculptural Works    195-222

E. Architectural Works    227-231

F. Government Works 245-246



III. OWNERSHIP

A. Initial Ownership

1. Authorship Status 261-273
276-278

 281-284

2. Joint Authorship 284-295
S. 70-71

 
B. Transfers of Ownership

1. Divisibility, Statute of Frauds and Recordation 297-303
304-306

2. Contract Interpretation and Jurisdiction 306-310
319-322
325-334

3. Beneficial Ownership    336-337

IV. DURATION AND RENEWAL

A. Duration   358-361
S. 75-104

B. Renewal

1. General Principles    352-356
S. 105-113

2. Derivative Works and Renewal    361-372

C. Termination 373-378

V. FORMALITIES

A. Publication and Notice

1. Before the 1976 Act    383-395

2. 1976 Act Liberalization    397-405

3. Berne Implementation Act    406-407

B. Deposit and Registration

1. Deposit Requirement    407-408

3. Registration    408-411

C. Chart Summarizing Changes in Formalities    412-413 



VI. EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS UNDER COPYRIGHT AND THEIR INFRINGEMENT

A. Exclusive Rights    414-416

B. The Right to Reproduce the Work

1. The Right to Make Copies    416-420

2. Proof of Copying    427-432

3. Substantial Similarity 434-439
463-465

Pictorial, graphic and sculptural works 480-495

Traditional literary works    443-460 

C. The Right to Prepare Derivative Works

1. General 511-518
522-525
S. 143-145

2. Moral Rights    527-536

D. The Right of Public Performance   

1. Performing Rights and Their    559-576
Administration

2. Compulsory Licenses    [class]

3. Exemptions §110
§111(a)

E. The Right of Public Display    577-579

F. The Right to Distribute the Work

1. General    543-547

2. Importation    553-559

VII. THE FAIR USE PRIVILEGE

A. General    614-616

B. New Works 636-655
S. 172-180

C. Parody 616-630



D. Library and Educational Photocopying    676-693

VIII. VICARIOUS AND CONTRIBUTORY LIABILITY

A. General    782-787

B. File Sharing 789-795
S. 194-211

IX. COPYRIGHT PROTECTION FOR COMPUTER SOFTWARE

A. General    179-185

B. Scope of Protection 185-194
465-479

C. Reverse Engineering 98-108
658-665

X.  COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND THE INTERNET

A. Internet Service Provider Liability    798-806

B. Fair Use on the Internet 732-747

C. Napster    722-732

XI. REMEDIES

A. Injunctions    749-752

B. Damages

1. Actual Damages and Profits    752-766
2. Statutory Damages    768-771

C. Costs and Attorneys Fees    777-779

D. Statute of Limitations    779-780

E. Criminal Liability    780-782

XII. INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

A. History    912-917

B. International Relations Today

1. Conventions and Agreements    917-921
2. Treatment of U.S. Works Abroad    921-924

C. Litigation Within the U.S. 924-932
938-946
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