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Daniel D. Polsby 
Dean and Professor of Law  

George Mason University School of Law 
3301 Fairfax Dr. 

Arlington, VA 22201-4411 
 
Born:  March 14, 1945, Norwich, Connecticut 
Residence:  4546 Andes Dr., Fairfax, VA 22030-5325  (703)-691-4268 
 
Education: 
 

J.D., 1971 (Magna Cum Laude), University of Minnesota; President, Volume 55, 
Minnesota Law Review; Coif 
 
B.A., 1964, Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan 
 

Employment History: 
 

Dean, George Mason School of Law, 2004-present 

Foundation Professor of Law and Associate Dean, George Mason University 
School of Law, 1999-present 

Kirkland & Ellis Professor of Law, Northwestern University, 1990-1999; 
Professor, 1979-1990; Associate Professor, 1978-1979, Assistant Professor, 1976-
78 

Legal Counsel, “Beyond the Beltway with Bruce Dumont,” 1995-1999 
 
Chicago correspondent, 1990-1994, THE ECONOMIST 
 
Legal Counsel, 1974-1976, Commissioner Glen O. Robinson, Federal 
Communications Commission, Washington, D.C.  
 
Associate, 1972-1974, Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering, Washington, D.C. 
 
Law Clerk, 1971-1972, late Harold Leventhal, United States Court of Appeals, 
District of Columbia Circuit 

 
Visiting Professorships: 
 

1990, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California 
1982, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
1981-82, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 



Courses and Seminars Taught: 
 

Criminal Law, Torts, Family Law, First Amendment, Second Amendment 
(seminar), Criminogenic Things (Drugs, Guns, Pornography, Rock & Roll Music, 
Movies, Television)(seminar), Broadcast Regulation, Legislation, Constitutional 
Law, Employment Relationship (seminar), Administrative Law, Sex 
Discrimination, Secured Transactions, Creditors Remedies 
 

Associations: 
 

Member, American Law Institute (2004-present); Member, Committee on 
Professional Responsibility, District of Columbia Bar (2000-2003); Board of 
Directors, Chicago Charter School Foundation (1997-2004); Member, Board of 
Advisers and Affiliated Scholar, Heartland Institute (since 1986); Member, Board 
of Advisers, Federalist Society, Chicago Chapter (1988-1999); Visiting Scholar, 
General Motors Corporation Legal Staff, 1989 (summer); Affiliated Scholar, 
American Bar Foundation, 1980-1988; Rockefeller Fellow, 1977 and 1978 
(summers), Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies 
 

Bar Memberships:  
 

Illinois, New York, District of Columbia, Minnesota; Virginia (associate member) 
United States Supreme Court 
 

Articles 
Long-Term Non-Relationship of Widespread and Increasing Firearm Availability 
to Homicide, (with Don B. Kates, Jr.) 4 Journal of Homicide Studies 185 (2000). 
 
Whether Government Should Attempt to Influence Consumer Preferences, 22 
HARVARD JOURNAL OF LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY 197 (1999). 
 

Comment on Kamisar’s “Physician Assisted Suicide,” 88 JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL 
LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY 1166 (1998). 

American Homicide Exceptionalism, (with Don B. Kates, Jr.) 69 COLORADO LAW 
REV. 969 (1998). 

Regulation of Foods and Drugs and Libertarian Ideals: Perspectives of a Fellow-
Traveler, 1998 SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY AND POLICY 209. 

Of Holocausts and Gun Control (with Don B. Kates), 75 WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY LAW QUARTERLY 1237 (1997). 

Ending the War on Drugs and Children, 31 VALPARAISO LAW REVIEW 1 (1997). 

Family as a Rational Classification (with David D. Haddock), 74 WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY LAW QUARTERLY 15 (1996). 



Ozzie and Harriet Had it Right, 18 HARVARD JOURNAL OF LAW AND PUBLIC 
POLICY 531 (1995). 

The False Promise of Gun Control, THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY, (cover story), 
March, 1994. 

Understanding Riots (with David D. Haddock), 14 CATO JOURNAL 147 (1995). 

 Risk-Adjusted Valuation of Professional Degrees in Divorce (with Martin Zelder), 
23 JOURNAL OF LEGAL STUDIES 273 (1994). 

Ugly: An Inquiry into the Problem of Racial Gerrymandering Under the Voting 
Rights Act (with Robert D. Popper, Jr.), 92 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 201 
(December, 1993).  

Some Distributional Consequenses of Expunging Juvenile Delinquency Records: 
The Problem of Lemons (with Markus T. Funk), 52 WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
JOURNAL OF URBAN AND CONTEMPORARY LAW 161 (1997). 

Recontextualizing the Context of the Death Penalty, 44 BUFFALO LAW REVIEW 
527 (1996). 

Firearms Costs, Firearms Benefits and the Limits of Knowledge, 86 JOURNAL OF 
CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY 207 (1995). 

Reply to McDowall, Lofton and Wiersema, 86 JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL LAW AND 
CRIMINOLOGY 227 (1995). 

Of Genocide and Disarmament (with Don B. Kates, Jr.), 86 JOURNAL OF 
CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY 247 (1995). 

The Third Criterion: An Inquiry Into the Use of Compactness as a Procedural 
Safeguard Against Partisan Gerrymandering (with Robert D. Popper, Jr.), 9 
YALE LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 301 (1991). 

Employer Drug Testing: Where Things Stand, Where They're Going, Where They 
Ought to Go, 7 CORPORATE COUNSEL'S QUARTERLY (1991).  

The Doubtful Provenance of "Wood's Rule" Revisited (with Mayer G. Freed), 22 
ARIZONA STATE LAW JOURNAL 551 (1990). 

Bright Lines, The Federal Communications Commission's Duopoly Rule, and the 
Diversity of Voices (with David D. Haddock), 42 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
LAW JOURNAL 331 (1990). 

Reflection on Violence, Guns and the Defensive Use of Deadly Force, 49 
JOURNAL OF LAW AND CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS 89 (1986). 



Equal Pay and Comparable Worth (with Mayer G. Freed), 51 UNIVERSITY OF 
CHICAGO LAW REVIEW 1078 (1984). 

Race, Religion and Public Policy (with Mayer G. Freed), 1983 SUPREME COURT 
REVIEW 1 (1984). 

A Reply to Hyde, Can Judges Identify Fair Bargaining Procedures? (with Mayer 
G. Freed and Matthew Spitzer), 57 UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LAW 
REVIEW 425 (1984). 

Unions, Fairness and the Conundrums of Collective Choice (with Mayer G. Freed 
and Matthew Spitzer), 56 UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 
461 (1983). 

Candidate Access to the Air, 1981 SUPREME COURT REVIEW 223 (1982). 

Privacy, Efficiency and the Equality of Men and Women (with Mayer G. Freed), 
1981 AMERICAN BAR FOUNDATION RESEARCH JOURNAL 583. 

The Judicious Uses of Administrative Discretion, 1978 SUPREME COURT REVIEW 
1 (1979).  

The Desegregation of School Systems, 10 URBAN REVIEW 136 (1978). 

The Special Nature of Political Speech, 1976 SUPREME COURT REVIEW 1 (1977). 

The Death of Capital Punishment? 1972 SUPREME COURT REVIEW 1 (1973). 

Book Chapters 

Toxic Torts: Problems of Damages and Issues of Liability (with David D. 
Haddock), (in CUTTING GREEN TAPE: TOXIC POLLUTANTS, ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION AND THE LAW, Transaction Publishers, 2000). 

Institutions for Communications Policymaking (with Kim Degnan), in 
COMMUNICATIONS FOR TOMORROW (G. Robinson, ed., 1978 

 
Book Reviews 

What If This Is As Good As It Gets? (review of Richard Epstein, PRINCIPLES FOR A 
FREE SOCIETY), 2 THE GREEN BAG 115 (1998). 

Packing Heat (review of John R. Lott, Jr., MORE GUNS, LESS CRIME), 30 REASON 
66 (August/September 1998). 

Coloring Crime and Justice, (review of Randall Kennedy, RACE, CRIME AND THE 
LAW) 29 REASON  48 (December 1997). 



Matters of Opinion (review of Thomas E. Baker, THE MOST WONDERFUL WORK), 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS 6 (9 November 1997). 

Libertarianism Examined (review of Charles Murray, WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 
LIBERTARIAN, and David Boaz, LIBERTARIANISM), CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS 5 (9 
March 1997). 

The Enemy Within (review of Robert H. Bork, Slouching Toward Gomorrah), 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS 3 (13 October 1996). 

"The Other Government" (Book Review), 74 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 148 (1975). 

 
Commentaries, reports and miscellaneous 
 

The Closed American Mind: From the Hip, NATIONAL REVIEW, p. 33 (24 March 
1997). 

Firearms and Crime, Report to the Governor's Task Force on Crime (Independent 
Institute, 1997).  

Guinier's Theory of Political Market Failure (with Robert D. Popper, Jr.), 77 
SOCIAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY 14 (1996). 

Second Reading: Treating the Second Amendment as Normal Constitutional Law, 
27 REASON 32 (1996).  

Taking Aim at Gun Control (with Dennis Brennen), Heartland Institute Policy 
Study (30 October 1995). 

Representation by Place (with Robert D. Popper, Jr.), Presented to the Annual 
Meeting of the Association of American Geographers (Chicago, 18 March 1995). 

Airing on the Side of Freedom, 1995 REGULATION (No. 2),  p. 88. 

Racial Lines (with Robert D. Popper, Jr.), NATIONAL REVIEW (20 February 1995). 

Go Forth, Abraham, NATIONAL REVIEW (7 November 1994). 

Chicago School Reform: First Annual Evaluation, Heartland Institute Policy 
Study (October 31, 1994).  

Luck v. Substance, NATIONAL REVIEW (24 October 1994). 

Guns are a Demand Side Problem, Testimony before the Pennsylvania Select 
Committee to Investigate Automatic and Semi-Automatic Firearms, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, 20 September 1994. 

Fife's Strife, Pete's Feat, NATIONAL REVIEW (15 August 1994). 



A Tale of Two Governors, NATIONAL REVIEW (16 May 1994). 

Urban Crime, Union League Club and Chicago Crime Commission Open Forum 
(with Alderman Ed Burke and Commander Bob Dart), 28 April 1994. 

The 1994 Crime Bill, Cato Institute (15 April 1994). 

It's the Demand Side, Stupid!, The Federalist Society, Chicago, 30 March 1994. 

Firearms Crime and Firearms Control, Annual Meeting of the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Sciences, 10 March 1994. 

Brady Act Won't Reduce Crime, Violence, CHICAGO SUN TIMES, 11 December 
1993, page 18. 

School reform? Figures don't lie, CHICAGO TRIBUNE, 2 December 1993, Section 
1, page 31.  

The Case Against Gun Control: Why Prohibition Won't Work, LOS ANGELES 
TIMES, 23 November 1993, part B, page 7, column 2. 

 The Gun Controller's Shaky Premise, Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
Criminology, 29 October 1993. 

The Crime Wave that Isn't and the One that Will Be (How to stop talking baby 
talk about crime and violence), WBEZ-FM, (National Public Radio, Chicago) 
"Studio A," 22 October 1993. 

Equal Protection, 25 REASON 34 (October 1993).  

Clinton Health Care Plan Threatens Access and Quality, (with David D. 
Haddock), HUMAN EVENTS, page 20, 16 October 1993.  

Where reform means worse (Chicago's busted school reform), THE ECONOMIST, 9 
October 1993. 

The cash street kids (Kansas City's expensive but sorry public schools), THE 
ECONOMIST, 30 August 1993. 

School Days (Chicago's Sam Peckinpaugh slow motion never-ending school 
crisis), WBEZ-FM, (National Public Radio, Chicago) "Studio A," 30, July 1993.  

Pitiful Helpless Giant (President Clinton's foreign policy choices), WBEZ-FM, 
(National Public Radio, Chicago) "Studio A," 21 May 1993.  

Tilt the Odds: Deputize John and Jane Public, LOS ANGELES TIMES, 3 May 1993, 
part B, page 7. 



Real Gun Control, WBEZ-FM, (National Public Radio, Chicago) "Studio A," 19 
March 1993. 

Proud as a Peacock (NBC News Blows Up G.M. Pickup Trucks for Fun and 
Profit), WBEZ-FM, (National Public Radio, Chicago) "Studio A," 12 February 
1993.  

Caterpillar; Union bull, THE ECONOMIST, 9 January 1993. 

Airport Building; Three's a crowd, THE ECONOMIST, 11 July 1992. 

Wage Bargaining; Pattern and practice, THE ECONOMIST, 11 April 1992. 

A Case of Official Political Correctness: Anti-Smoking Propaganda, Washington 
Legal Foundation Briefing Paper, 26 July 1991. 

Give Parents Control of the Schools, CHICAGO TRIBUNE 15 April 1991. 

Partisan Gerrymandering: Harms and a New Solution (with Robert D. Popper, 
Jr.), Heartland Institute, 4 March 1991. 

Chicago politics; Mutiny, THE ECONOMIST, 11 August 1990. 

A Reconsideration of Judicial Restraint in the Expanding Criminal Process, Cato 
Institute (1990). 

Car Accidents; Belts and braces, bags and suits, THE ECONOMIST, 21 April 1990. 

Let's Not Forget What's Paramount, CHICAGO TRIBUNE, 5 March 1990.  

Happy Birthday, George, CHICAGO TRIBUNE, p. 27, 22 February 1990. 

Disadvantaged Business Set-Asides (with Diane Carol Bast, Mayer Freed and 
Thomas Ulen), in COMING OUT OF THE ICE, (Bast and Bast, ed., 1990). 

 A Positive Theory of the Attorney-Client Privilege and the Work Product Doctrine 
(with Ronald J. Allen, Mark Grady and Kevin Yashko) 19 JOURNAL OF LEGAL 
STUDIES 359 (1990). 

"Taking the Constitution Seriously," 6 CONSTITUTIONAL COMMENTARY 459 
(1989) (book review). 

Just-Cause-For-Termination Rules and Economic Efficiency (with Mayer G. 
Freed), 38 EMORY LAW JOURNAL 1097 (1989). 

 The Drug War: The Flea-by-Flea Method and Other Failures, CHICAGO TRIBUNE,  
page 17 (22 June 1988). 



The Socratic Method (book review), CHICAGO TRIBUNE, Sunday Book Section, 
page 6, 13 December 1987. 

 


