
Convocation

CLASS OF 2021

May 15, 2021



SCHOOL OF LAW CONVOCATION PROGRAM

ACADEMIC PROCESSION

WELCOME Ken Randall
 Allison and Dorothy Rouse Dean 
 George Mason University Foundation 
    Professor of Law

NATIONAL ANTHEM Michelle Story 
 Juris Doctor Candidate, Class of 2022

STUDENT SPEAKERS Virginia Stella Gibson Burk 
 Juris Master Class Speaker

 Andom Tseggai Gherezghiher 
 Master of Laws Class Speaker

 Teresita Ann Regelbrugge 
 Juris Doctor Day Class Speaker

 Kevin Kirby Bell 
 Juris Doctor Evening Class Speaker

 Marymargaret Aileen Koester 
 Student Bar Association President

INTRODUCTION OF Ken Randall 
FACULTY SPEAKER

FACULTY SPEAKER Caroline Cecot 
 Assistant Professor of Law

INTRODUCTION OF Ken Randall 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS The Honorable Ignacia S. Moreno 
 Chief Executive Officer, The iMoreno Group

SPECIAL RECOGNITION Ken Randall

PRESENTATION OF Ken Randall
DIPLOMAS Craig Lerner 
 Professor of Law
  
CLOSING REMARKS Ken Randall

RECESSIONAL



THE HONORABLE IGNACIA S. MORENO

Ignacia S. Moreno is the Chief Executive Officer and a founding Principal 
of The iMoreno Group, PLC, a majority woman-owned and majority 
minority-owned law firm that offers legal services and strategic 
counseling on environmental and natural resources, corporate, criminal 
defense, and immigration matters. Ms. Moreno is recognized as one of the 
nation’s leading environmental and natural resources lawyers. During her 
30-year career, she has served as the top environmental lawyer at the U.S. 
Department of Justice, been corporate environmental counsel at a Fortune 
10 company, and practiced environmental law and litigation at prominent 
national law firms.

In 2009, President Obama nominated Ms. Moreno to serve as Assistant 
Attorney General of the Environment and Natural Resources Division of 
the U.S. Department of Justice (Division). The U.S. Senate unanimously 
confirmed her (in a 93 to 0 vote) and she served as head of the Division 
from 2009 to 2013. During her tenure she managed the budget and 
operations of a 650-person (430-lawyer) litigation division ranked as 
one of the top five “Best Places to Work in the Federal Government” 
in 2010, 2011, and 2012. Ms. Moreno oversaw a nationwide docket of 
approximately 7,000 civil, criminal, defensive, and appellate cases and 
policy matters on behalf of numerous executive branch agencies. She was 
recognized for her outstanding service in leading the Division’s response 
to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, defending government actions to 
combat climate change, negotiating historic settlements in tribal trust 
litigation, and working with government agencies, communities, and 
industry to consider and integrate environmental justice principles into 
the resolution of cases and matters handled by the Division. From 1994 
to 2001, Ms. Moreno served as a presidential appointee in the Division 
during the Clinton Administration where she focused on environmental 
enforcement policy, international enforcement matters, and litigation.

Before her appointment as Assistant Attorney General, Ms. Moreno was 
Counsel for the Northeast/Midwest Regions and International, Corporate 
Environmental Programs, at the General Electric Company. At GE, she 
handled a wide range of environmental matters under federal and state 
laws in connection with sites in a twelve-state region and abroad, and 
managed complex environmental litigation. Previously, Ms. Moreno 
was in private practice at two prominent Washington, D.C. law firms, 
including as a partner.

In 2016, Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe appointed Ms. Moreno to 
serve a four-year term on the State Air Pollution Control Board and she 
was elected Chair of the Board in 2019. In 2018, Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam appointed her to serve on the Board of Governors of George 
Mason University and she was elected to the Executive Committee in 
2019 and also serves as Vice Chair of the Audit Committee. Ms. Moreno 
serves on the Advisory Board of the New York University School of 
Law Institute for Policy Integrity where she serves as Chair of the 
Environmental Justice & Equity Committee. She serves on the National 
Board of Directors of the Trust for Public Land where she is Chair of the 
Advocacy Committee. She has served as President of the Hispanic Bar 
Association of the District of Columbia and as General Counsel of the 
Hispanic National Bar Association.

Ms. Moreno received the Edmund J. Randolph Award in recognition of 
outstanding service to the U.S. Department of Justice and the nation in 
2013. She also received the Meritorious Public Service Award and Medal 
from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security—U.S. Coast Guard 
for her outstanding service in initiating and conducting litigation in 
connection with the Deepwater Horizon oil spill and protecting human 
health and the environment. In 2009 and 1995, Hispanic Business 
Magazine named Ms. Moreno as one of the 100 Most Influential 
Hispanics in the United States. She was awarded the AV Preeminent 
rating by Martindale-Hubbell in 2016.

Ms. Moreno received a Bachelor of Arts degree from New York University 
in 1986 and a Juris Doctor degree from New York University School of 
Law in 1990. She was born in Cartagena, Colombia, is a naturalized U.S. 
citizen, and lives in McLean, Virginia with her family.
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CLASS OF 2021

JURIS MASTER DEGREE

Ashraf M. Al Shihabi
Guinevere A. Bruner
Virginia Stella Gibson Burk
Megan Geddes Cossack
Tyler Ryan Dever
Rosanna Dombrowski
Lauren Rachel Goodacre
Ashley Higgins 
Adriane J. McCray Webb
Darby K. McQueen
Michael Andrew Miller
Christopher Piemonte
Mary Robertson
Tamara Ashley Williams

MASTER OF LAWS DEGREE

Cyber, Intelligence, and National 
Security Law

Andom Tseggai Gherezghiher
Luiza Parolin

Global Antitrust Law and Economics

Adam T. Ernette
April Hibbler
Anthony A. Holm 
Richard T. Licari
Vaidehi R. Patel
Daniel Mark Rosenblum

Intellectual Property

John Anthony Galotto
Yumi Oda

Law and Economics

Nicholas Paul Provenzo
Haim Zvi Yeger

U.S. Law

Bakhtiyar Ali
Shannon Allen
Enrique Ascanio
Lynda Rosaline Likowo Bassong
Roman Campos
Sandra Milena Castaneda Pinzon
Cinthya I. Costakis
Grant Christopher Duffy
Wai Kit Fu
Isabelle Simonne Yvette Guena
Shuzhi Guo
Wei Guo
Laurent Paola Herrera
Yuko Hino
Luqian Hu
Jung Won Im
Babita Iyer
Imran Ahmad Khan
Lei Lu
Isabela Macavei
Ana Carolina Martin-Childers
Zachia Eloff Murray
Ruchi Patel
Olga Prygoda
Adil Sailau
Caroline Ziser Smith
Quan Minh Tran
Elsy Arely Umanzor Martinez
Ivy Awele Uwajeh
Francisco Tavanlar Villa, Jr.
Judith Marlene Wagner
Ming Lap Woo
Macie Ko Wu
Zixiu Wu
Liting Zhang

JURIS DOCTOR AND MASTER OF 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
DUAL DEGREES

Cory Adam Gordon
Alanna Baron Kahn

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE

Jacob Michael Adams
Linh Adams
Matthew Ainsley
Abigail Kathleen Allen
Justin William Angotti
Harry L. Arnold
Jonathan Daniel Davis Atkinson
Amanda Bannourah
Erica Barker
Danny Bartle
Michelle Taeuber Bechtold
Kevin Kirby Bell 
Alana Christine Bergner
James Griffin Boyle
Michael Brackman
Joe Brambil
Rachel Ellen Burke
Francis J. Canavan
David Winston Capper
Kevin Edson Pericola Case 
Heejae Chang
Sarah Nicole Christensen
Coralie Yu Chu
Brady Frederick Clapp
Ashley Close
Thomas Coleman
Stephanie Rose Comstock Ondrof
Keith Patrick Corley
Joshua Douglas Cornwell
Anne McCarthy Cotter
Kelly Barber Cousoulis
Cliff Lee Crawford
Gage Dabin
Charles Alexander de Azagra
Alexander Charles Deise
Molly Kathleen Delaney
Gelane L. Diamond
Andrew Raymond Doersam
Michael J. Downing
Evan Robert Draim
Arianna K. Drerup
Anna Maria Dunin-Underwood
Allison Edge
Rachel Irene Elliott
Johan Anders Lewis Englen

Lily Veronica Esfandiary
Lauren Farrar
Dara Glynn Finley
Brian D. Fisher, Jr.
Aaron Lacy Foster
Eric Douglas Fowler
Patrick O. Francescon
Christopher Charles Gearhardt
Armon Ghayoumi
Mitch Pace Gibson
Constantinos Giovanni
Kyle M. Glickson
Samantha Greenstein
Joshua Reid Grossman
Laura-Noelle Christiane Grumbine
Emily Elizabeth Gunberg
Trenton Hafley
Abigail Hall
Jeremy Michael Hall
Gifford Vaughan Hampshire
Hannah Brooke Harper
Liam Ross Harrell
Rebecka Belle Haynes
Allison Ruth Hemmer
Elizabeth Azalie Hernandez
Haley Sloan Heston
Kristopher Hiser
Ethan Stuart Hoffman
Mary Barkley Horn 
Bernard L. Horowitz
Miranda Ruth Isaacs
Shane Ivey
Mollie Anne Jackowski
Benjamin D. Janacek
Raphael Johnson
Sydney Jolliffe
John Anderson Jung
Charles Phillip Kalina
Nichole Keddington
Ghazal Khammash
Justin R. King
Marymargaret Aileen Koester
Alexander Krzepicki
Harrisson C. Kummer
Alex Kuo
Mariah Latimer
Samantha Elizabeth Lewis



SCHOOL OF LAW GRADUATES—HONORSS C H O O L  O F  L AW  G R A D U AT E S

Molly Elise Lovern
Kirsten S. Lowell
Akeela Mohamed Makshood
Mousa Donald Martin
John Mark Mastakas
Madison Elaine Mathis
Erin Ashley McCullough
Slade Mendenhall
William Webster Miller
Cody Ray Milner
Trace E. Mitchell
Jonathan C. Moeller
Nicolas Alexander Morales
Alexandra Isabell Morgan
Kaitlin A. Morgan
Mahlon J. Mowrer
Sophia Munroe
Gabriella Nicole Paez
Jack Patrick Pantziris
Thomas Marshall Pennington
Tuong-anh Pham
Anne Philpot
Jacob Quasius
Andrew James Quillen
Teresita Ann Regelbrugge
Michael Reksulak
Ryan Michael Reynolds
Camila Ringeling
Bryden Rosenburgh
Laura Beth Ruppalt
Taylor Ann Sanders
E. Brandon Schell
Lea Helene Schild
Kara Anne Schmidt
Stefanie Ann Schwartz
Natalie Beth Seales
Allison Marie Siegel
Alexandria Smith
Benjamin Ryan Smith
Michael Smith
Catherine Jane Stack
Christina Stange
Andrew John Storaska
Timothy Alexander Swartz
Lawrence Thomas Taylor
Patricia Rae Tennant
Allison Faye Thibault

Courtney Fry Tolerico
Amy Towns
Andrew Walker Tuohy
Heather Alexis Uzer
Mark Brennen VanderVeen
Zachary Quinn Villemez
David Francis Tyler Wallach
Tierney Randelle Walls
Anna Rose Walsh
Kevin Wang
Karolyn Christy Watson
Krystalyn Kay Weaver
Kayla Nicole Weckesser
Samuel J. Whiting
William Daniel Wilkinson
Sarah Johanna Willcockson
Cameron Ellsworth Williams
John Robert Wilson
Maxwell David Wolfson
Ryanne Leigh Wright
Terence Yen
Ying Zhou

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Ethan Stuart Hoffman
Laura Beth Ruppalt

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Justin William Angotti
Kevin Kirby Bell

Stephanie Rose Comstock Ondrof
Evan Robert Draim

Anna Maria Dunin-Underwood
Kristopher Hiser

Mary Barkley Horn 
Alexander Krzepicki

Cody Ray Milner
Teresita Ann Regelbrugge

Lea Helene Schild
Stefanie Ann Schwartz

Allison Marie Siegel
Timothy Alexander Swartz

Krystalyn Kay Weaver

CUM LAUDE

Danny Bartle
Rachel Ellen Burke

Kevin Edson Pericola Case
Sarah Nicole Christensen

Brady Frederick Clapp
Anne McCarthy Cotter

Cliff Lee Crawford
Gelane L. Diamond
Cory Adam Gordon
Jeremy Michael Hall
Benjamin D. Janacek

Harrisson C. Kummer
Samantha Elizabeth Lewis

Trace E. Mitchell
Jonathan C. Moeller
Michael Reksulak

Benjamin Ryan Smith
Zachary Quinn Villemez

Samuel J. Whiting



SCHOOL OF LAW GRADUATES—AWARDSSCHOOL OF LAW GRADUATES—AWARDS

DANIEL D. POLSBY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP 
Justin William Angotti

EMERGING LEADER IN PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
Anne McCarthy Cotter

Gage Dabin

AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE CLE SCHOLARSHIP 
& LEADERSHIP AWARD

Laura Beth Ruppalt

LAW SCHOOL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Sarah Nicole Christensen
Alexandra Isabell Morgan

LAW SCHOOL PRO BONO AWARD
Rachel Irene Elliott
Molly Elise Lovern

MARKETPLACE OF IDEAS AWARD
Kevin Kirby Bell
Cody Ray Milner

OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN 
JURIS MASTER (JM) STUDIES

Ashraf M. Al Shihabi

OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN 
MASTER OF LAWS (LL.M.) STUDIES

Sandra Milena Castaneda Pinzon
Haim Zvi Yeger

HENRY G. MANNE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN LAW & ECONOMICS 
Alexander Krzepicki

GLOBAL ANTITRUST INSTITUTE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING 
PERFORMANCE IN ANTITRUST LAW AND ECONOMICS

Alexander Krzepicki (JD)
Daniel Mark Rosenblum (LLM)

OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN ANTITRUST LAW
Cory Adam Gordon

Alexander Krzepicki
Timothy Alexander Swartz

GILES SUTHERLAND RICH AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN THE STUDY OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

Molly Kathleen Delaney

FAMILY LAW SECTION OF THE VSB & VA CHAPTER 
OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL 

LAWYERS FAMILY LAW BOOK AWARD
Anna Maria Dunin-Underwood

EXCELLENCE IN ORAL ADVOCACY AWARD
Justin William Angotti
Gabriella Nicole Paez

VIRGINIA TRIAL LAWYERS FOUNDATION 
TRIAL ADVOCACY AWARD

John Mark Mastakas



 Ken Randall
Allison and Dorothy Rouse Dean; 

George Mason University Foundation Professor of Law

Alison Price
Senior Associate Dean

Rachelle Holmes Perkins
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Associate Professor of Law

Nuno Garoupa
Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development, Professor of Law, 

and Faculty Director of Graduate Studies

Annamaria Nields
Associate Dean for Administration and Student Affairs

Victoria M. Huber
Associate Dean for Professional Development

Deborah M. Keene
Associate Dean for Library and Technology

Shaun Sutherell
Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives

Renee Clark Bush
Assistant Dean of Development and Alumni Relations

David Cho
Assistant Dean for Career Services and Employer Relations

Sabrina Huffman
Interim Assistant Dean for Admissions

Christine Malone
Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs

Suzanne Mund
Assistant Dean for Career Counseling and Data Management
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Sandra Aistars
Helen Alvaré

Jennifer Atkins
David E. Bernstein
Michelle Boardman
Francis H. Buckley

Henry N. Butler
Caroline Cecot
Tun-Jen Chiang

Terrence R. Chorvat
Eric Claeys

Lloyd R. Cohen
Amanda Compton

James Cooper
Ross E. Davies
Michael Davis

Suzanne FitzGerald
Nuno Garoupa

Douglas H. Ginsburg
Michael Greve

Devlin Hartline
Michael D. Hausfeld

Jamil N. Jaffer
D. Bruce Johnsen
Bruce Kobayashi
Donald J. Kochan

Eugene Kontorovich
JoAnn Koob

Robert H. Ledig
Robert Leider

Craig S. Lerner
Yijia Lu

Nelson Lund
Timothy MacArthur

Jennifer Mascott
Adam Mossoff
Murat Mungan

Timothy J. Muris
Christopher Newman

Jordan Neyland
Sean O’Connor
Jeffrey S. Parker

Rachelle Holmes Perkins
Jeremy Rabkin

Ken Randall
Weijia Rao

Paolo Saguato
Ilya Somin

Thomas P. Vartanian
J.W. Verret

Adam White
Leigh Murray Winstead

Joshua D. Wright
John Yun

Todd J. Zywicki



G M U  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

B O A R D  O F  V I S I T O R S

Gregory Washington 
President, George Mason University

Mark R. Ginsberg 
Provost and Executive Vice President, George Mason University

BOARD LEADERSHIP

James W. Hazel
(GMU JD ’84) 

Rector

Horace Blackman
Vice Rector

Simmi Bhuller
Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS

Anjan Chimaladinne
Thomas M. Davis

Juan Carlos Iturregui
Mehmood S. Kazmi

Wendy Marquez
Ignacia S. Moreno

Carolyn J. Moss
Jon M. Peterson

Nancy Gibson Prowitt
Paul J. Reagan (GMU JD ’91)

Edward H. Rice
Denise Turner Roth

Bob Witeck

STAFF LIAISON

Lauren Reuscher

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE

Shannon N. Davis

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

Shelby Adams
Lilianna Deveneau
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