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Procedural Rules come into play at every 
step of litigation 

 
Must look for: 

• Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 
• Local Rules of Civil Procedure 

 
Helpful: 

• Litigation treatises and guides 
• In-house forms or form books 
• Filed court documents  
 i.e., Pleadings (incl. complaints and answers), motions, etc. 

filed in other cases 
 



This semester, you will use federal rules of 
civil procedure for your LRWA II projects. 

 
 In practice, there are also rules of procedure 

in  
• State courts 
• Criminal courts (federal and state) 
• Appellate courts (federal and state) 
 

The same research techniques apply for all 
rules research. 



Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 
• Govern procedure in the federal district courts 
 Promulgated by the United States Supreme Court and 

approved by Congress 

 
Example 

•  Rule 3: “A civil action is commenced by filing a 
complaint with the court.” 



The FRCP 
continues to 
Rule 86, and 
then there 
are forms, 
too. 

These are from the U.S. 
Courts website; Cornell 
LII has a very useful set. 
See notes section of this 
slide for URLs. 





Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 
• Can find by citation 
 E.g., FRCP 12 
 See next slide 
 

• Retrieved from USCA 
 In volumes following Title 28 (Judiciary) 
 Will include annotations to cases and other helpful 

research aids 

 
 





Searchable Notes of Decision. 



Federal Practice and Procedure (FPP) by 
Wright & Miller 
• Scholarly treatise on federal practice and 

procedure 
 Part of the treatise is organized by FRCP Rule 

 
• Explanation of rules and how they have been 

applied, with citations to illustrative cases 





The treatise provides the 
text of each rule and an 
in-depth analysis of the 
rule, including citations 
to major cases 
interpreting the rule. 



Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 
• Use find by citation  
 E.g., FRCP 12 

 
• Retrieved from USCS 
 In volumes after Title 51. 
 Will contain annotations 





Use Jump to… to 
quickly get to the 
Case Notes, which 
are at the bottom 
of the page. 



Moore’s Federal Practice – Civil 
• Major treatise on federal civil practice and 

procedure 
 Each chapter corresponds to a rule in the FRCP 
 i.e., Chapter 12 is about FRCP 12 

• Explanation of rules and how they’ve been 
applied, with citations to cases 





Moore’s includes the 
rules’ text and 
analysis, including 
citation to important 
cases interpreting the 
rule. 





Local Rules are written by each court 
• E.g., Local Rules for the United States District Court, 

Eastern District of Virginia 
 See http://www.vaed.uscourts.gov/  
 http://www.vaed.uscourts.gov/localrules/LocalRulesEDVA.pdf  

 
Local rules supplement the FRCP and must 

be followed in the particular court. 
 
Example 

• Eastern District of Virginia Rule 3 will tell you which 
division to file your complaint in. 

 
Find the local rules on the court’s web site. 

http://www.vaed.uscourts.gov/
http://www.vaed.uscourts.gov/localrules/LocalRulesEDVA.pdf






Pleadings and Motions filed in the case 
 

• Westlaw & Lexis provide some, but not all  
 

• Filed doesn’t mean good! 
 No substitute for your own analysis 
 Prefer in-house forms and examples 
 

• You can search for documents or link to the available 
related ones from an opinion.  
 Westlaw: Trial Court Documents 
 Lexis: Briefs, Pleadings and Motions 



Link to related 
filings. 



Limit your source to 
filings and search for 
them. 



Link to related 
filings. 



Or run a search 
and limit to filings. 



Browse and search (consider 
“advanced” search template after you 
click “Trial Court Documents.” 



Notice your many choices; clicking on one will 
bring up a search template to help you find what 
you need. 



Comprehensive federal court documents 
since mid ‘00’s 
• PACER 
• Some state court documents, continually growing 

Docket 
• List of papers filed in a case 
• Clerk assigns a docket number when Complaint is 

filed  
Need to update dockets! 
Fee for documents is waived 





Can limit by court. 
Begin typing court 
abbreviation or 
name; BLAW auto-
completes. 

Can search by keyword, use 
Boolean connectors. For list 
of connectors click on 
“Search Help.” 





The list continues 
through Req # 80. 



The collection fee for 
academic users is waived. 
I.e., it’s free! Go ahead and 
Accept. 





Templates and examples in your office 
Treatise with forms 
Run searches for case law or trial 

documents, but rare to find examples of 
discovery documents that have been 
filed or adjudicated 
• Discovery documents are not filed with the court 

as a matter of course. 
• WestlawNext best source for interrogatories 



Discovery documents included. 
Consider “advanced” search template 
after you click “Trial Court Documents.” 
See next slide. 





Before juries begin their deliberations, 
the judge instructs them on the 
applicable law. 
• Judge may use proposed instructions submitted 

by the attorneys 
• Use his/her own 
• Or use instructions from another source 

The instructions given to the jurors are 
often important to the outcome of their 
deliberations. 



Promulgated by: 
• Bar associations 
• Courts 
• Commercial vendors 

Can help you identify each element of a 
cause of action plus all defenses 

Can be specialized 
• By court 
• By subject 
• By jurisdiction 

 



Federal Jury Practice and Instructions: Civil 
and Criminal  
• On WestlawNext 

Modern Federal Jury Instructions 
• On Lexis 

Virginia Model Jury Instructions 
• On Lexis 





 Video on searching BLAW Dockets by Keyword:  
 http://www.bloomberglaw.com/help/video_docketskeyword

s.htm  
 See also BLAW Help Center: 

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/help/BLAWHelpSystem.htm  
 

 CALI Lessons 
• Bringing it to the Jury and Beyond 
 Includes Jury Instruction searching 

• Preparing for Trial 
 Includes forms, examples, and discovery searching 

• Researching and Working with Procedural Forms 

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/help/video_docketskeywords.htm
http://www.bloomberglaw.com/help/video_docketskeywords.htm
http://www.bloomberglaw.com/help/BLAWHelpSystem.htm
http://www.cali.org/lesson/9615
http://www.cali.org/lesson/9467
http://www.cali.org/lesson/8994
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