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What are we looking for? 
►Company Profile 
 
►SEC Filings, Financial Statements & Annual 

Reports, Trademark Registration 
 
►News Articles, Press Releases 
 
►And anything else – this is a hunt for as 

much information as you can find. 
 



Where do we look for it? 
►Company Web Sites 
►SEC’s EDGAR database 
►Commercial Databases 
 Mergent 
 Bloomberg Law 
 LexisNexis and Westlaw 

►Other Government Resources  
 State Agency Web Sites 
 USPTO Trademarks search (“TESS”) 

►News 
►Internet  

 



Company Web Site 



http://www.thehersheycompany.com/investors.aspx 



SEC Web Site (EDGAR*) 
http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml  

 
EDGAR = Electronic Data Gathering, Analysis, and 
Retrieval system = SEC’s filings database 

http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml


http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml 

Using the SEC website is free. It is 
clunkier than the commercial sites, 
but it is available to you if/when you 
don’t have access to a commercial 
database. Also, you can only search 
full text for the past 4 years. 



Mergent Online 
Law Library Homepage  Law 
Related Databases  Mergent 

Online 

http://www.law.gmu.edu/library
http://www.law.gmu.edu/library/catalog
http://www.law.gmu.edu/library/catalog
http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://www.MergentOnline.com
http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://www.MergentOnline.com


Begin entering ticker symbol 
or company name. Mergent 
will autocomplete. 



Helpful tabs and sub-tabs 
with company details. 



In the Equity Pricing 
tab, you can use the 
Controls on the left to 
determine the stock 
price for a period of 
time or on a specific 
day. 



Mergent provides you with the 
last 90 days of SEC filings. 
Click on the Edgar Search to 
find more SEC filings and to 
search full text back to the late 
‘90’s.  



Bloomberg Law 
www.bloomberglaw.com  

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/


Begin typing 
company name 
in the Go bar. 



Choose what company 
info you want to see. 
 
You can also generate 
reports and add to 
your watchlist (top, 
circled). 



The SEC filings are 
easy to work with at 
Bloomberg Law. You 
can search, filter, 
download, etc.  

The most recent SEC filings 
are shown. You can “modify” 
the search to add additional 
criteria and to search the full 
text of the SEC filings. 



In this EDGAR search, 
you are searching the 
full text of SEC filings.  

Enter keywords to 
search here. 



Click here to find 
historic stock 
price. 



Use “Custom” 
to see the stock 
price on a 
particular date 
or in a range of 
dates. 

Use “Table 
View” to see a 
list of stock 
prices, rather 
than a chart. 



EDGAR search at WestlawNext 

►Full coverage of electronic EDGAR (from the 
SEC) filings since 1996 
 Full text searchable 
 

►Good search template 
 
►Type “Edgar” into main search bar to get to 

the database 
 See screenshot of search template at next slide 





Lexis Public Records Search 
Real Estate 

Business Filings 
FEIN 



Use the Public Records in 
Lexis Advance. Public Records 
is hidden in a tab on the upper, 
left portion of the screen. 



There are many helpful resources here, including 
the FEIN finder, Real Property records, and the 
Corporations Filings. The Corporations Filings 
aims to collate state Secretaries of State’s business 
records in one place, allowing you to search for a 
business across all other states at once (excludes 
DE). Delaware is separate. 

Good idea to verify 
information in an official 
document, like 10K or 
the state Sec. of State 
website.  



USPTO’s TESS 









Domain Name Search 



WHOIS lookup 

►Use ICANN’s WHOIS lookup tool 
►Be careful! Verify ownership in discovery or 

negotiations. 
 Domain ownership research is limited 
 WHOIS records are not 100% accurate 

►No administrative or legal ability to enforce accuracy 
►Some domain owners prefer privacy 

►You can use any WHOIS service 
 None are 100% accurate 

http://whois.icann.org/


News and Internet 
Searching 



News Databases 
►Try to find News about your company, its 

executives, the industries, etc.  
 

►Good sources: 
 Internet 
 Lexis Advance  News 
 WestlawNext  News 
 Bloomberg Law  News 
 Factiva (law-related database) 

http://www.law.gmu.edu/library/catalog


Internet 
►You are trying to find any and all information 

about your company and its industry. 
 

►Use the Internet 
 Then, try to verify information at official sources 

(EDGAR filings, Sec. of State filings, etc.) 
 

►Investopedia (www.investopedia.com) 
 Has helpful information about businesses and 

stocks. 
 E.g., can look up “EDGAR”, “proxy statement”, etc. 

to get definitions and explanations. 

http://www.investopedia.com/
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